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This past academic year – my first as President – has been exhilarating for all of us at 
Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. We have launched new initiatives (such 
as our Alumni Council); hired additional staff (Director of Operations, Brad Perkins 
and Assistant to the President, Jonathan Bartlett); offered new classes (Contemporary 
Apologetics and Marriage & Family Counseling); assumed ownership of The Confessional 
Presbyterian Journal; and welcomed new Board Members (OPC Minister Mike Myers and 
PCA Ruling Elder Camden Spiller).

There have been harder changes as well. Dr. James E. McGoldrick retired from teaching 
after twenty years of service on our faculty. His students can attest to the legacy he leaves 
behind. Doug Watson and his wife, Betty, are retiring to Pennsylvania. Doug served ably 
in the Business Office and Betty coordinated our volunteers. Both will be sorely missed. 
These changes remind us of our stewardship responsibilities as a Seminary, making the 
most of the time and resources that the Lord entrusts to us.

This year we have been remarkably blessed to have in-person, face-to-face classes all year. 
Faculty members know what a blessing it is to have the ability and commitment to conduct 
classes on-campus without restrictions. Our students repeatedly expressed their gratitude 
for being able to study with one another in the classroom.

During the spring semester, the Board of Trustees invested in substantial improvements 
to our chapel space, laid out plans for the eventual creation of a student lounge, and set 
aside reserve and endowment funds to make sure seminary education is as affordable as 
possible for our students.

The Bible reminds us of our ongoing Christian calling to stewardship: “As each one has 
received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace 
of God ” (1 Peter 4:10). God’s gifts to our Seminary community have indeed been great 
in this last year, and we are committed to stewarding His gifts in service to one another 
moving forward.

All of us are looking forward to giving the graduates of the Class of 2021 a hearty sendoff 
into ordained ministry. It is overwhelming to consider the ways in which the Lord might 
use them in service to His church. In a few short months we will be welcoming another 
incoming class. We know that faithfulness to our doctrinal commitments and to our 
philosophy of education is more important than ever in all that we do.

At the end of the spring semester, we thank each of you for persevering with us in prayer. 
Pray especially that we would have courage and fortitude in holding fast to our convictions. 
We thank the Lord for you as you join with us as stewards of all that God has entrusted to 
us this year and all that He will entrust to our care in the months ahead. Ω
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H o n o r i n g  D r.  J a m e s  E .  M c G o l d r i c k , 
P r o f e s s o r  E m e r i t u s  o f  C h u r c h  H i s t o r y

For two decades, Dr. James E. McGoldrick has taught Medieval Church 
History, Reformation Church History, and Cults each year as a voting member 

of the faculty at Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. In this capacity, 
Dr. McGoldrick has served our students with distinction as both a beloved 

professor and an example of Christian piety. This year’s spring semester marks Dr. 
McGoldrick’s last term as an active member of the faculty.

In recognition of his illustrious service to the Seminary, the Board of Trustees has 
granted Dr. McGoldrick emeritus status and renamed the Presidential Scholarship 

Fund the “James E. McGoldrick Scholarship Fund.” The President’s Office is 
responsible for disbursing scholarship monies from this Fund in response to special 

needs or opportunities in the student body. It is only fitting that the Seminary attach Dr. 
McGoldrick’s name to an initiative that so directly benefits students.

Previous to his tenure at Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Dr. James E. 
McGoldrick was Professor of History at Cedarville University (1973-2001), West Virginia 

University (1970-1973), and John Brown University (1966-1970). Before taking up his 
vocation as an educator in the university setting, Dr. McGoldrick was a Baptist Pastor from 

1959 to 1966. Subsequent to his becoming convinced of Presbyterian doctrine, Dr. McGoldrick 
regularly filled pulpits in Presbyterian churches in Ohio and South Carolina.

Dr. McGoldrick is the author of several books, including, Luther’s English Connection (1979), 
Luther’s Scottish Connection (1989), Baptist Successionism: A Crucial Question in Baptist History 

(1999; republished in 2019 as Heirs of the Reformation: A Study in Baptist Origins), God’s Renaissance 
Man: The Life and Work of Abraham Kuyper (2000), Christianity and Its Competitors: New Faces of Old 

Heresy (2006), and Presbyterian and Reformed Churches: A Global History (2012). He is the author of 
many articles treating the subject of church history, and he has contributed to many encyclopedias, 

magazines, and academic journals.

For 65 years, Dr. McGoldrick was married to Elizabeth “Betty” McGoldrick (née McMannis), and 
together they reared three children. For many years, Dr. McGoldrick set a godly example in caring for 

her as her health declined. She passed into glory in 2017. In late 2018, Dr. McGoldrick married Mrs. Judy 
Waite, who is one with him in his labors as he retires from classroom instruction and continues writing and 

serving in Christian education at The Second Presbyterian Church of Greenville.

The formal resolution to Dr. McGoldrick from the Board fittingly records, “Generations of students will 
look back on their years with you and thank the Lord for His goodness in allowing them to sit under your 

instruction.” Ω
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On May 21st, the Board of Trustees, Faculty, 
and Classes of 2020 and 2021 conducted 
the 30th Commencement Ceremony at 
Woodruff Road Presbyterian Church in 
Simpsonville, SC. This year is especially 
remarkable because it is the first time that 
the Seminary has recognized two graduating 
classes in one ceremony. The Class of 2020 
includes six graduates and the Class of 2021 
includes seven graduates. Of the thirteen 
total graduates, eight graduated with Master 
of Divinity degrees, four with Master of Arts 
degrees, and one with a Master of Theology 
degree.

As of the writing of this piece, several 
graduating seniors are already serving in the 
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), 
the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church (ARP), the Free Church of Scotland 
Continuing Synod (FCC), the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church of North America 
(RPCNA), the United Reformed Churches 
in North America (URCNA), the Baptist 
Union in South Africa, and a local Non-
Denominational Baptist Church. One is 
pursuing a call in the Presbyterian Church 
of Eastern Australia (PCEA), another is 
pursuing a call in the Brazilian Presbyterian 
Church (IPB), and one graduate is an active 
member in the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church (OPC) intending to pursue the 
ministry in the near future.

Master of Divinity degree recipients included 
Daniel John Flinn (‘20), Joonkyung “David” 
Chi (‘21), Miguel D’Azevedo (’21), Zachary 
Seth Dotson (’21), Zachary George Groff 
(’21), Mateus Miranda Pereira (’21), 
Jefferson Logan Shelton (’21), and Shawn 
Ranzy Spalti (’21). Five of these men were 
enrolled in our residence program, and three 
completed their studies by distance from 
Georgia, Pennsylvania, and New York.

Master of Arts degree recipients include Sean 
C. Holm (’20), Gilliam Hendrik van Niekerk 
(’20), Joshua Vogel (’20), and Christopher 
Williams, Jr. (’20). The Master of Theology 
degree recipient is Robert Davis McCurley 
(BDiv ’98, ThM ‘20), Pastor of Greenville 
Presbyterian Church (FCC). Mr. McCurley’s 
thesis is entitled Defending the Vital Parts of 
the Gospel: Samuel Rutherford’s Soteriology 
in His Polemic Against Antinomianism, and 
it will be available through the Smith-
Singer Library at Greenville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary. Ω

The Classes of 2020 & 2021
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Adopting The Confessional Presbyterian Journal
The Confessional Presbyterian Journal and Greenville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary are pleased to 
announce a new home for the Journal. As of March 
2021, the Seminary has assumed all responsibilities 
for publishing the Journal while also retaining the 
services of founding General Editor Mr. Chris 
Coldwell and his team of editors for the foreseeable 
future.
For some years, the editors of the Journal have been 
discussing plans to ensure the long-term continuity 
of the publication. By tethering the Journal to an 
institution, the aim is to secure a reliable publishing 
mechanism that will survive changes in editorship 
and sustain the Journal ’s production values as a 
quality print publication true to the purpose of being 
“A Journal for Discussion of Presbyterian Doctrine & 
Practice.”
The Journal is currently in its 16th year of publication, 
with the 17th volume slated to come out later this year. 
The Seminary is committed to perpetuate the Journal 
with content derived from a spectrum of confessional 
Reformed and Presbyterian denominations.
With Mr. Coldwell agreeing to remain on board as 
General Editor for the foreseeable future, the only 
noticeable changes will be a slight change in wording 
in the publication masthead, the addition of a listing 
of the Seminary’s Board of Trustees and faculty in each 
new volume of the Journal, a regular advertisement 
for the Seminary on the inside back cover of the 
Journal, and the inclusion of the Seminary’s classic 
sword and book herald on the spine (beginning with 
the 17th volume).
The cover of the 17th volume of the Journal will feature 
an original portrait of the great Dutch theologian 
Herman Bavinck (1854-1921) in recognition of 
the centenary of Dr. Bavinck’s death. An editorial 
co-authored by Mr. Coldwell and Dr. Jonathan L. 
Master will introduce and detail the new publishing 
arrangement.
The Seminary’s intention is to broaden the 
distribution of the Journal without compromising 
the high quality of content and design achieved by 
Mr. Coldwell and the other editors over the last two 
decades. Perpetuating The Confessional Presbyterian 
Journal accords nicely with the Seminary’s stated 
mission of equipping preachers, pastors, and 
churchmen for Christ’s Kingdom among the nations.
Dr. Jonathan L. Master remarked, “We are delighted 
to announce this new partnership with The Confessional 
Presbyterian Journal. From our perspective, this is  a 
perfect partnership, since we, like the editors and 

contributors to the Journal, share the aim of fostering 
the growth of confessional Presbyterian doctrine and 
worship. We take special joy in the fact that Chris 
Coldwell will stay on in his current role at the Journal 
and work together with our staff. All of us on the 
faculty of GPTS have admired his editorial work for 
years, and we look forward to expanding the Journal’s 
reach and ensuring its stability for many years to 
come.”
Mr. Coldwell likewise testified, "The Confessional 
Presbyterian Journal has been a self-funded and 
self-distributed hand to mouth “Little Train that 
thought it could” for most of its seventeen years. 
With one year behind, it was always, “I think I 
can do another year.” About the fifth issue (a huge 
issue with a full color portrait of Calvin on it, that 
began the longstanding custom color portrait cover 
motif ), it began to strike me that people may want 
the Journal to continue longer than I might have 
the endurance or faculties to “think I can.” The 
growing body and quality of work, exceedingly nice 
and generous commendations, eagerness of enough 
folks to contribute articles and reviews each year 
to make an issue, and editors willing to work for 
no remuneration beyond free copies, assured me 
it was important to find a track for the Journal’s 
continuance. But two things were nonnegotiable. The 
Journal was designed specifically to be a high-quality 
print journal and should continue to have an original 
print run. At the same time, it was crucial to retain 
the original Raison d ’être and focus as “A Journal for 
Discussion of Presbyterian Doctrine & Practice” for 
the many denominations that truly claim the label 
of Confessional Presbyterian, while disagreeing on 
lesser issues. When at the beginning of 2021 GPTS 
reached out with a plan that checked all these boxes, 
I knew it was the right fit at the right time. Only by 
coming under support of some institution could the 
Journal live beyond one generation of editors, which 
time draws closer now after seventeen years, as most 
of us are on that “downward slope of life.” The co-
editors and I, most of whom have been associated 
with the Journal continuously or on and off over its 
life, look forward to continuing to craft the Journal 
over the coming years. I am optimistic and happy to 
see that whatever may happen to us, GPTS is in a 
position to assure the continuance of The Confessional 
Presbyterian Journal beyond our tenure. The Little 
Train has rounded the top of the hill and is ready for 
new challenges that do not include the question of 
whether to continue another year. I’m very thankful 
to GPTS for this exceedingly generous, optimistic, 
and exciting arrangement." Ω



The financial vitality of the Seminary is a direct reflection of the generous support of 
a growing base of individual supporters. As shown in the table above, church-based 
financial support is about 22% lower than budgeted, but individual giving have 
more than made up for the difference. That being said, the month of June closes 
out the fiscal year, and the Seminary Advancement Office hopes to reengage with 
supporting churches while receiving regular end-of-fiscal-year contributions from 
individuals. Seminary staff have kept overall expenses within the budgeted range 
while  executing several special projects (including audio-visual improvements 
in the chapel area, out-of-budget event sponsorships, and a new professionally 
produced video featuring faculty and students). Ω

F i n a n c i a l  U p d a t e
Income   Actual Budget       Variance 

 Unrestricted Donations
   Churches   $   201,169 $     259,004      $     57,835
   Individuals   $   978,684 $     787,500      $  191,184
Other Income  $   335,113 $     341,974    $       6,861
Total Income              $1,514,966 $ 1,388,478      $  126,488
ToTal ExpEnsEs           $ 1,238,406 $ 1,237,880 $           526
Net Income   $   276,560fo
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Visit gpts.edu/donate todayVisit gpts.edu/donate today

We want the pastors of the next generation to We want the pastors of the next generation to 
minister without distraction.minister without distraction.

THE CHURCH NEEDS PASTORS.THE CHURCH NEEDS PASTORS.
YOU CAN HELP.YOU CAN HELP.

We have been equipping preachers, pastors, We have been equipping preachers, pastors, 
and churchmen for Christ’s Kingdom for over and churchmen for Christ’s Kingdom for over 
30 years, and never has a graduate entered into 30 years, and never has a graduate entered into 
ministry with student loan debt from Seminary.ministry with student loan debt from Seminary.

Our men graduate with a burden for gospel Our men graduate with a burden for gospel 
ministry - not a burden of debt.ministry - not a burden of debt.

We are clearing the way for men called to We are clearing the way for men called to 
gospel ministry. Invest in equipping men today gospel ministry. Invest in equipping men today 
to pastor your children and grandchildren to pastor your children and grandchildren 
tomorrow.tomorrow.
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Summer 2021 Intensive Classes & Pastors' Institute
This summer, Greenville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary is hosting four intensive courses open to the 
public and offered as electives to students.

The flagship summer course is the Seminary's annual 
Pastors' Institute. This year will feature Dr. Timothy Z. 
Witmer (DMin, RTS-Orlando), Professor Emeritus 
of Practical Theology at Westminster Theological 
Seminary in Glenside, PA; Pastor Emeritus of 
Crossroads Community Church (PCA) in Upper 
Darby, PA' and St. Stephen Reformed Church (PCA) 
in New Holland, PA. The Institute title is Shepherd 
Leader, and the course will flesh out and apply many 
of the principles described in Dr. Witmer's book of 
the same name. More information on the course is 
available at gpts.edu/summer.

Other courses include Dr. McGraw's seminar on 
Reformed Scholasticism (more info at gpts.edu/
reformed-scholasticism), Dr. Willborn's course on 
Presbyterian Theology in the American 19th Century 
(more info at gpts.edu/presby-theology), and Dr. 
Dyer's course on the Septuagint (more info at gpts.
edu/septuagint).

Dr. Witmer's, Dr. McGraw's, and Dr. Willborn's 
courses are open to the public and all students. Dr. 
Dyer's course on the Septuagint requires proficiency 
in biblical Greek and Hebrew. For more information 
about any of these classes, please visit gpts.edu or 
contact the Seminary at info@gpts.edu. Ω
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Announcing the Alumni Council
Earlier this year, the President's Office established a 
new advisory group made up exclusively of Seminary 
graduates. The Alumni Council is tasked with advising 
the Seminary’s executive leadership on matters especially 
pertinent to alumni, assisting graduating seniors in the 
transition into alumni status, and advancing the cause 
of the Seminary in concert with the Board of Trustees, 
Alumni Association, Advancement Office, and 
Admissions Office.
The President appointed the initial cohort making 
up the Alumni Council, and the Alumni Association 
at its annual meeting during the Seminary’s Spring 
Theology Conference will elect subsequent members of 
the Council. The Council currently includes graduates 
serving in the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), 
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC), the 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church (ARP), and 
the Bible Presbyterian Church (BPC).
The initial cohort of the Council includes the Alumni 
Association President ( Jim Stevenson, MDiv ‘12), the 
Alumni Representative to the Board (Mike Myers, 
MDiv ‘13), Nick Napier (BDiv ’12), Steve Hill (BDiv 
’08), and Scotty Anderson (MDiv ’05). The first meeting 
of the Council took place on Monday, February 8. At 
this meeting, the Council not only kicked off its work 
together, but advised President Jonathan L. Master 

and Director of Advancement & Admissions Zachary 
Groff on two ideas for strengthening the Seminary’s 
engagement with alumni.
The fruit of this initial meeting was already evident about 
one month later. On March 10, the Council met with 
graduating seniors for a special lunch immediately before 
the Alumni Association meeting during the Spring 
Theology Conference. At this lunch, the graduating 
seniors were able to ask the members of the Council 
about their experiences entering into the ministry and 
serving the Lord over subsequent years. After the shared 
meal and table fellowship, the men proceeded across the 
hall to participate together in the Alumni Association 
meeting.
A second bigger project with the intention of 
highlighting the ministry of the Seminary’s alumni is 
still in the works. This year, with the help of the Alumni 
Council and the faculty, the Seminary will launch a 
blog featuring content from and about alumni of the 
school. At this point, the Council is gathering names 
of interested contributors from among the Seminary’s 
alumni. Watch gpts.edu/news for future announcements 
and more information about this exciting new effort. Ω
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