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God is faithful in all circumstances, furnishing His church with elders and deacons. In His 
Word, God makes plain to His ordained servants the nature of the work to which they are 
called. They must serve God’s people with careful, conscientious, and competent ministry, 
just as a good shepherd tends to his flock.

Our students learn through following the model of ministry exemplified by Jesus Christ, our 
Good Shepherd. We remind them that this is the way pastors exalt the Triune God in their 
lives and ministries. This is the drumbeat of our instruction, and we pray that it will be the 
rhythm of our graduates’ ministries. Christ commands His chosen undershepherds, “Feed 
My sheep” ( John 21:17).

An energetic new class of students has joined us, and they are of one mind. They have come to 
Greenville Seminary for the purpose of pursuing pastoral ministry. To a man, our incoming 
divinity students have expressed an earnest desire to learn, mature, and grow as pastors. They 
have come to Greenville Seminary because this is our laser-like focus: we equip men for the 
gospel ministry.

This year, I have begun describing the guiding principles of our program with three phrases: 
biblically grounded, confessionally faithful, and pastorally focused. In the first place, we are 
biblically grounded. God’s inspired, infallible, inerrant, and life-giving Word regulates our 
instruction and fills us with delight. We believe that the Word of God is sufficient as our only 
rule for faith and practice, including pastoral practice.

In the second place, we are confessionally faithful. From the Seminary’s founding, the vision of 
the Board and faculty has been to maintain an Old School Presbyterian program of ministerial 
formation. We have labored diligently to recruit pastor-scholars to deliver instruction from 
a transparently Presbyterian perspective, adhering fully to the doctrinal standards of the 
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) and the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC). We 
are committed to these standards because they make much of our beloved Christ and His 
authoritative Word.

Finally, we are pastorally focused. There are many legitimate services that a theological 
seminary can render to the church. But our focus is narrow: the equipping of preachers, 
pastors, and churchmen for Christ ’s Kingdom among the nations. Though we cannot make a 
man a pastor, we can by God’s grace nurture a man’s gifts, help to clarify a man’s sense of call, 
and encourage a man to pursue the ministry with earnestness and compassion.

Thank you for reading this edition of Foundations, and thank you for your prayerful support 
of our faculty, staff, and students. Ω
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"A Remarkable Incoming Class"

Since beginning my work here as the Director of Advancement 
& Admissions, I have kept a couple of big goals in front of me. In 

the Admissions Office, my goal has been – and continues to be – 
to recruit at least 25 new full-time residence Divinity students each 

year.How are we doing in our progress to this goal?

For the last several years, the Lord has blessed us with record-breaking 
incoming classes in terms of overall numbers. Our student body has 

grown from about 70 enrolled students in the fall of 2016 to about 120 
students enrolled this semester. About 95% of our students are in the 

divinity program. We praise the Lord for putting Greenville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary to good use in the equipping of gospel ministers! 

However, a significant majority (about 67%) of our student body is part-
time, and only a small majority (about 55%) are in residence at one of our 

three campuses.

While we are greatly encouraged by the growth and development of our 
student body these past few years, there is much work to be done (and progress 

to be made) to reach the goal I set for the Admissions Office in January 2017. 
This year’s incoming class represents a big step in the right direction.

We accepted 30 new students this fall, and 26 of them were able to enroll in classes 
this term. Of those 26 students, 8 are full time and 14 are studying in residence. 

We rejoice to have these men among us as part of the student body. They bring a 
diversity of experiences and backgrounds into our community, even as we strengthen 

the bonds of spiritual unity we enjoy in Christ and His gospel truth.

There is an additional detail that makes this a remarkable incoming class. Six of 
these new students graduated from undergraduate studies this past spring. They have 

matriculated into our programs immediately after earning their bachelor's degrees. Note 
well the schools from which they are coming: North Greenville University (Tigerville, 

SC); Reformation Bible College (Sanford, FL); Calvin College (Grand Rapids, MI); 
University of North Carolina (Wilmington, NC); Lancaster Bible College (Lancaster, 

PA); and Providence Christian College (Pasadena, CA). Please pray for these young men 
and our other students here at Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary as they embark 

on their studies in pursuit of the ministry. Ω
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Greenville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary has brought theological education 
into the homes and churches of distance 
students for over twenty years. Beginning 
with simple telephone conference calls, our 
classes have been accessible to men who need 
to remain in their home churches (as pastors, 
officers, or staff members) and communities.

Over time, incremental improvements in 
technology have dramatically raised the bar 
of audio fidelity and video capabilities. In 
recent years, we have taken dramatic steps 
to improve. Men such as Bruce Vrieling, Bill 
Hill, Kevin Easterday, and many students 
over the years have contributed to the 
improvements we have enjoyed. This year, we 
have improved our chapel meeting area and 
launched a two-phase plan in our classrooms 
to meet the needs of our growing student 
body.

In the first (and completed) phase, we have 
incorporated videoconferencing software 
upgrades in classrooms to accommodate 
more online and resident students. Local 
audio-visual company AVL Solutions 
has installed hardware in each classroom 
to make management of the technology 
simpler and more reliable for our professors. 
Already this semester, we have enjoyed 
greater dependability, fewer technological 
interruptions in our classes, and higher 
quality in our broadcasts and recordings.

In the second phase, we will introduce new 
presentation screens, interactive electronic 
whiteboards, new speakers, and other 
improvements in each classroom. Over the 
past five years, our student body has nearly 
doubled. We praise God that He continues 
to provide the means to expand our physical 
and technological capacities to serve our 
students.

To contribute to this and other physical 
campus projects, please contact us at 
advancement@gpts.edu or by phone at 
864.322.2717 ext. 324. Ω

Improving the Classroom Experience
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In Memoriam: Dr. George W. Knight, III
Dr. George William Knight, III (pictured 
opposite page), passed into glory on Monday, 
October 11, 2021 at his home in Lake Wylie, 
South Carolina. He was 89 years old, having 
been born on December 16, 1931 in Sanford, 
Florida. He is survived by his wife of 69 years, 
Mrs. Virginia Knight (Sergeant), their children 
George W. Knight, IV (Mags), Margaret A. 
Clifford (Ron), Jennie K. Rotherham (Simon), 
and Hugh Knight (Trish), and numerous grand 
and great-grandchildren. He is preceded in 
death by his son Vann Marshall Knight (1955-
2013).
A graduate of Davidson College, Westminster 
Theological Seminary, and the Free University 
of Amsterdam, Dr. Knight was ordained as 
a Teacher of the Word by the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia of the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church (OPC) in 1961. Later that year, 
he accepted a call as Pastor of Immanuel 
Presbyterian Church (OPC) in West 
Collingswood, New Jersey, a position which 
he held until 1965. From 1965 to 1970, Dr. 
Knight served as stated supply of Covenant 
Presbyterian Church (RPCES) in Naples, 
Florida. From 1970 to 1989, Dr. Knight served 
as Professor of New Testament at Covenant 
Theological Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri, 
then the denominational seminary of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical 
Synod (RPCES). The 38th General Assembly 
of the OPC elected Dr. Knight to serve as 
Moderator in 1971. In 1976, Dr. Knight 
transferred his ministerial credentials into 
the RPCES, and he later came into the 
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) as part 
of the “Joining and Receiving” action taken in 
1982. From 1989 to 1994, Dr. Knight served 
as Dean of the Faculty at Knox Theological 
Seminary in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
In 1994, the Knights moved to Matthews, 
North Carolina, and Dr. Knight accepted an 
invitation to teach as Adjunct Professor of 
New Testament at Greenville Presbyterian 

Theological Seminary (GPTS) in Greenville, 
South Carolina. At the same time, Dr. Knight 
transferred his ministerial credentials back 
to the OPC, and he took up a stated supply 
position at Matthews Presbyterian Church 
(OPC). He later accepted a call from the 
congregation as Teacher of the Word when 
the congregation called Pastor Nathan Trice 
in 1996. From 1993 to 1995, Dr. Knight 
served as President of the Council on Biblical 
Manhood and Womanhood (CBMW ), and he 
was a frequent contributor to the organization’s 
publications over the years. In 1995, Dr. 
Knight served as President of the Evangelical 
Theological Society (ETS). In 2004, he 
moved from Matthews Presbyterian Church 
(now Resurrection Presbyterian Church) to 
serve as Teacher of the Word at a daughter 
congregation, Redeemer Presbyterian Church 
(OPC) in Charlotte, North Carolina. From 
2005 to 2012, Dr. Knight served as Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees at GPTS.
Dr. Knight authored many books and 
articles (for a variety of academic and church 
publications). Some of his most notable books 
include The New Testament Teaching on the 
Role Relationship of Men and Women, Baker 
Book House 1977 (revised and republished 
as The Role Relationship of Men and Women: 
New Testament Teaching, Moody Press 1985); 
The Faithful Sayings in the Pastoral Epistles, 
Baker Book House 1979; Prophecy in the New 
Testament, Presbyterian Heritage Publications 
1988; and Commentary on the Pastoral Epistles 
(NIGTC), Eerdmans 1992. Among his many 
essays and articles for both academic and 
church publications is an important work on 
church government, “Two Offices and Two 
Orders of Elders,” published in Pressing Toward 
the Mark: Essays Commemorating Fifty Years of 
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, OPC 1986. 
He has also authored a number of pamphlets 
treating topics of New Testament theology, 
church government, and the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit.                          (continued on next page)



(continued from previous page) Dr. Knight is 
much beloved by the Greenville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary community. We grieve, 
but not as those without hope. Rather, we 
grieve and rejoice in the gospel for which Dr. 
Knight earnestly and faithfully contended over 
many years. While statements of appreciation 
and admiration could be multiplied to fill many 
volumes in honor of Dr. Knight, the following 
three remembrances from his closest colleagues 
among the Faculty and Board of Trustees are 
included here. Ω
I have great respect for Dr. Knight. After I had 
served as Chairman of the Board at Greenville 
Seminary for a number of years, Dr. Knight 
joined us. His great experience as Professor of 
New Testament at Covenant Seminary and Dean 
of the Faculty at Knox Seminary made it clear 
that he was the man to be our Chairman, so he 
and I switched places. He stayed in our home on 
numerous occasions, and since he was a graduate 
of Davidson College, he and my wife also had 
similar memories of that institution.  He was a 
most gracious, godly man whom I was honored to 
be able to call my friend.

Mr. John Van Voorhis, Esq.
Trustee Emeritus

It was a privilege beyond measure to have known 
and worked with Dr. Knight on the Board of 

Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. 
Having known him as a world class scholar was 
intimidating. However as I came to know him 
better, I came to know a man possessed of gifts and 
graces belonging to another world. Dr. Knight 
was full of the fruit of the Holy Spirit, and his 
character magnif ied the work of Christ in him. 
Holding his convictions strongly, he lived out 
those convictions with a gracious lovingkindness 
that endeared him to all who had the pleasure of 
working with him. 

Pastor Jeff Kingswood
Trustee

Dr. Knight was the f inest example of a godly, 
Christian gentleman I have ever known.  He 
combined a f irm commitment to the truth of the 
Reformed faith with a wonderful gentleness 
and patience. He was a brilliant scholar with 
a pastor’s heart. His contribution to the nature 
and development of Greenville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary was inestimable. As 
Chairman of the Board, he exercised a profound 
influence corporately and more importantly as a 
wise counselor and friend.

Joseph A. Pipa, Jr., PhD, DD
President Emeritus

Professor of Systematic & Applied Theology

FOR OUR FOR OUR 
ENDURING ENDURING 

REFORMATIONREFORMATION

Visit gpts.edu/donate todayVisit gpts.edu/donate today

We want the pastors of the next generation to We want the pastors of the next generation to 
minister without distraction.minister without distraction.

THE CHURCH NEEDS PASTORS.THE CHURCH NEEDS PASTORS.
YOU CAN HELP.YOU CAN HELP.

We have been equipping preachers, pastors, We have been equipping preachers, pastors, 
and churchmen for Christ’s Kingdom for over and churchmen for Christ’s Kingdom for over 
30 years. Our men graduate with a burden for 30 years. Our men graduate with a burden for 
gospel ministry - not a burden of debt.gospel ministry - not a burden of debt.

We are clearing the way for men called to We are clearing the way for men called to 
gospel ministry. Invest in equipping men today gospel ministry. Invest in equipping men today 
to pastor your children and grandchildren to pastor your children and grandchildren 
tomorrow.tomorrow.
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As we continue to push ahead with special projects on our campus and in our 
programs, we give thanks to God for supplying for our every need. We specifically 
praise God for granting such great-hearted generosity to His people in providing 
for the Seminary. Included in our first quarter income figures published here are the 
$70,685.50 sale of fixed assets and a number of significant special gifts during the 
summer months. These gifts were not made in response to urgent appeals or pleas 
for help, but rather for the ongoing work of the Seminary and care of our students. 
Along with many of our peer institutions, we depend heavily upon a committed core 
of major donors, though we rejoice in the slow-but-steady growth of our support 
network over the past five years. Ω

F i n a n c i a l  U p d a t e
Income   Actual Budget       Variance 

 Unrestricted Donations
   Churches   $      46,529 $       65,000     $     18,471
   Individuals   $    420,233 $     250,000      $   170,233
Other Income  $    267,545 $     108,955    $   158,590
Total Income              $    734,307 $     423,955      $   310,352
ToTal ExpEnsEs           $     459,647 $     450,936 $        8,711
Net Income   $    274,660fo
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Confessional P resbyterian Journal, Vol. 17
The editors of the Confessional Presbyterian 
Journal are putting the finishing touches on 
volume 17. This year’s edition is the first edition 
of the Journal under the aegis of Greenville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, and we 
could not be more excited. To commemorate 
the centenary of Herman Bavinck’s death, we 
are featuring a commissioned oil painting by 
portrait artist Mike Mahon on the cover, as 
well as a set of articles on the life and thought 
of the great Dutch theologian.
In addition to the Bavinck features, the Journal 
will feature a transcript of Dr. Jonathan L. 
Master’s inaugural address as President of 
Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
and content (articles and reviews) by Seminary 
faculty, staff, graduates, friends, and other 
contributors. Each year, the Journal features 
articles in biblical studies, exegetical theology, 
church history, systematic theology, and 

ministerial practice. This year is no different, 
including articles on Samuel Rutherford, 
John Owen’s pastoral theology, the doctrine of 
creation, covenant theology, and evangelism.
Longtime editor Chris Coldwell will continue 
his labors in “bringing it all together,” and 
we are delighted to have him on board. His 
involvement ensures the continuation of regular 
features such as translations of previously 
untranslated matter, freshly typeset passages 
from significant Reformed and Presbyterian 
authors of the past, and new settings of the 
psalms.
We are eager to see how the Lord will continue 
to use the Confessional Presbyterian Journal to 
bless His church. To order a copy of the Journal, 
visit gpts.edu/shop or contact info@gpts.edu 
for more information. Ω
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